Innovators in the Amsterdam Metropolitan Area

Sustainable

innovations




‘Exchanging the knowledge and experiences we gain along the way will contribute
to our journey towards a fully fledged sustainable metropolitan area!”

...towards

a sustainable

aread...

Job Cohen, Mayor of Amsterdam

Following a successful first Good Practice Guide,
the second edition of the Sustainability Guide
2009 is already here. However, this time there is
one big difference: this year’s guide covers the

whole of the Amsterdam Metropolitan Area.

When | received the first edition, | called for
Amsterdam to become an incubator room for
sustainable innovations. Well, the incubation
period is clearly over, and many successful inno-
vations are ready to hatch.

This year the Sustainability Guide covers even more
impressive projects. Ranging from alternative fuels
to local food production, the guide gives a clear
impression of where the Amsterdam Metropolitan
Area now stands. And it looks promising.

The transition to a more sustainable way of living
and working is beginning to take shape, while

the unrelenting drive towards sustainability and
the sense of urgency to make important choices
speak clearly from this guide.

Last year, the Amsterdam Innovation Motor
facilitated, initiated and coordinated a number
of promising projects:

= Amsterdam Smart City: to promote smart energy
and applications related to smart energy

= AIM to Sustain: a network that connects all the
companies in the field of sustainability

= Amsterdam Cycling to Sustainability: in which
knowledge about sustainability is spread as
widely as possible

All of these projects contribute to a more sustainable
working and living environment - at companies,
knowledge institutes, government institutes and,
of course, with the inhabitants of Amsterdam.
The synergy between the various sustainability
projects of the municipalities within the Amsterdam

Metropolitan Area radiates energy. Almere, Amstel-

veen, Schiphol and Zaanstad are only a few of the
dynamic regions around us that feel strongly about
sustainability. Collaborating, inspiring one another,
and learning from each other are the keys to creat-
ing a more sustainable environment. Exchanging
the knowledge and experiences we gain along
the way will contribute to our journey...

... towards a fully fledged sustainable metropolitan
areal

Job Cohen, Mayor of Amsterdam
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